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And you, Europeans, cease "to dispute for
the territory which the volcano threatens to
ingulf! "

Madame de Stael does not define any too
clearly in this article the limits put by the
" immutable nature of things " to the conquest
over the land " which the volcano threatens to
ingulf," and which Europe must abandon to
the French. But she has explained it else-
where with the utmost precision, and it is a
feature of her thought which it is important
henceforth to clear of all doubts. She pre-
mises, as fundamental elements of a nation, the
"difference in languages, the natural limits,
the recollections of a common history." Com-
munity of traditions, according to her, does
away with difference of languages, and natural
limits do away even with traditions. It is one
of the " dominant ideas of the nineteenth cen-
tury," she will say later. For France these
limits are marked by the Pyrenees, the Alps,
and the Rhine. "The eternal barrier of the
Rhine separates the intellectual regions no less
than the countries themselves." " That Rhine
frontier is solemn; one dreads in passing it to
hear oneself say those terrible words: You
are outside of France!" The Republic desires
and ought to desire peace within these limits.
There "the strength of France is proportionate